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90 young, enthusiastic student volunteers from SVKM JV 
Parekh International School students undertook the Youth 
Empowerment Mission day camp to Madap Katkarwadi, 
Madap Gram Panchayath, Khalapur Block on August 20, 
2016. The students were warmly welcomed by the Up Sarpach 
of the village, Mr. Dattu Wagh, who also inaugurated the day 
camp. The student volunteers were accompanied by three 
teachers from the school Ms. Bhavana, Mr. Manoj and Ms. 
Saroj. After the inauguration ceremony students worked in 
different groups. The students were divided into nine different 
groups, each group doing a different activity simultaneously 
throughout the day in the village.

The team left for resource surveillance at 12.30 p.m. from the 
community center and Vikas, one of the villager, scouted them 
during the entire activity. Vikas took to them to places of 
importance, explained various things about the village and 
provided them all the necessary details the group needed for 
them. The group identified resources like wood, ponds, 
gardens, and water tanks. They also identified water and 
electric problem in the village, the basic requirement, which 
the government has promised but has failed to do so till date. 
The lack of roads and transport adds up to their many 
problems, as the village road gets mucky and slippery during 
the monsoon season making travelling cumbersome.   

The transect walk team and the resource mapping team trekked 
around the village, locating the natural resources as well as 
other resources of the village. Through their research and 
findings the constructed a resource map as well as 
geographical map of the village. They learnt that the 
Katkarwadi villagers are mostly farmers who engage in 
agricultural activities and other related occupations. There is a 
primary school in the village. They also found that there is 
water supply and electricity although the amount and duration 
of supply is not adequate. The transect walk group consisted of 
the following members: Pratiksha Valkhade (Group 
Co-ordinator), Nishi Kothari (Asst. Coordinator), Krishna 
Pariani, Tanvi Soni, Prachi Choudhary, Aashna Ahuja, Kavya 
Shah and Ricky Marwaha.

TRANSECT WALK & RESOURCE MAPPING

The volunteers and teachers from SVKM JV Parekh International School
being felicitated in Madap Katkarwadi.

Student volunteers doing a transect walk in Madap Thakurwadi.

SVKM INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL
EMPOWERS MADAP THAKURWADI

This is proved to be an incredibly 
educational one, having given all 
the students insights on a village 

life and the di�culties that villagers 
go through to gather resources that 
are relatively easy to access in major 

and even minor cities.
- Trisha Ambedkar, a student volunteer

SVKM JV Parekh International School

“

Resource Mapping team: Vanshika Gupta (Group 
Coordinator), Falak Shah, Saket Shetty, Jeet Dubey, Chinmay 
Shah, Vansh Dalal, Karan Jagaisa, Akshat Shah, Rushnan 
Jaleel, Ratik Kabra, Bhavin Pariani and Aayush Gala.

Report by: Trisha Ambedkar, Khushali 
Parekh, Saumil Mehta, Sridevi Kundurthi, 

Anushaka Rajkumari, Eshan Patel, Sara 
Lokhandwala,Tanisha Agarwal, and Neel 

Rawlani
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Education is the integral part of everything that we do in life, 
no matter where we are from. It is up to us to decide where we 
go from there. A group of the student volunteers got the 
opportunity to teach the small children of the Madap 
Katkarwadi village. They also received insight into lives of the 
children through the ‘Each One Teach One’ activity and got a 
chance to explore their personalities and abilities. The activity 
began by assigning a child to each student. The class included 
a wide variety of children, each one special in their own way, 
varying in age (5 to 12), intelligence and creativity. The team 
began their work by assessing the skills of their students. To 
make them more comfortable the team introduced themselves 
and interacted with them. Language was a barrier for the team 
as they weren’t fluent in the local language Marathi and village 
kids don’t speak English or Hindi. As the children began 
understanding what they were being taught, the challenge 
turned into a rather memorable experience. The children were 
taught alphabets, shapes, a few words, and some older children 
were asked to speak in English. Surprisingly, two little girls, 
Akanksha and Rutika, impressed all of them by giving a 
prepared speech on Indian Independence in English.  After 
teaching a batch of inquisitive little learners, they were 
assessed and the mentors made a progress report for each of 
their mentees. The skills assessed were reading, writing, 
speaking, listening and overall understanding. 

The baseline survey team went about household-to-household 
and asked some questions related to their general profile and 
basic amenities. They understood about the condition of the 
houses and the availability of the basic resources in the village. 
The students found that there are no hospitals nearby and they 
learnt how the villagers manage in emergency situations 
without a hospital near by their village. They learnt about the 
wage that the villagers are earning and also the problems that 
the villagers are facing. The survey proved to be a very good 
experience for the student volunteers.

They interviewed 40 families of the village there are average 4 
to 5 members in the village and the men in the family are the 
bread winners. The major source of income is from the wages 
of daily labour. There are 3 to 4 children per house. Most of the 
kids attend Marathi medium school and study till 10th grade. 
The educational system is good although there could be more 
improvements as suggested by the villagers. Water distribution 
seems to be less then adequate, however, the electricity facility 
in the village seems adequate. The major concern of all the 
villagers is lack of health and medical facilities nearby the 
village. Diseases like malaria and dengue are frequent and 
common in the village but hospitals are available only at 
Panvel and Khapoli which are 35 to 40 km far from the village. 
And there are no proper transportation facilities or proper to the 
village. Life in the village is safe and there are no social evils 
like theft and robbery.

EACH ONE TEACH ONE BASELINE SURVEY

Student volunteers with the village students.

A student volunteer teaching village students in Madap Thakurwadi.

Student volunteers talking a villager during the baseline survey
in Madap Thakurwadi.

KUSHALI, student volunteer
SVKM JV PAREKH International School

I approached some of the 
villagers asking them how 

they felt at that time, they said 
they were very happy having 
a relaxed day and were very 

grateful for the help.

“
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The transect walk team and the resource mapping team trekked 
around the village, locating the natural resources as well as 
other resources of the village. Through their research and 
findings the constructed a resource map as well as 
geographical map of the village. They learnt that the 
Katkarwadi villagers are mostly farmers who engage in 
agricultural activities and other related occupations. There is a 
primary school in the village. They also found that there is 
water supply and electricity although the amount and duration 
of supply is not adequate. The transect walk group consisted of 
the following members: Pratiksha Valkhade (Group 
Co-ordinator), Nishi Kothari (Asst. Coordinator), Krishna 
Pariani, Tanvi Soni, Prachi Choudhary, Aashna Ahuja, Kavya 
Shah and Ricky Marwaha.

Daily routine clock is also a PRA technique to understand the 
routine life of the villagers. This group facilitated the activity 
and documented the daily routine clock. They have prepared 
two different daily routines, one of women of the village and 
the other of the children of the village. The group worked with 
good discipline and coordinated very well. They completed 
their task on time in a very creative way. They also presented 
the charts they made and initiated a discussion in front of the 
villagers, students and the Anant Vikas staffs. The major 
learning is that the women spend major time on household 
chores and most of them do not go out to work outside. They 
eat food and watch TV together with the family. Children wake 
up early by 5 or 6 in the morning and help their parents. They 
are there in school from 8 am in the morning to 5 pm in the 
evening. They study for one or two hours each day and the 
mothers help them in their studies. The children also watch TV 
with their family and get to do other recreational activities with 
families and friends. This team won the award for the best 
group.

SEASONAL CALENDARDAILY ROUTINE CLOCK

Student volunteers talking to villagers during the daily routine map.

Student volunteers talking to villagers during the seasonal map activity.

The documentation team who prepared the report. Student volunteers from SVKM International School drawing
a resource map of the village of Madap Thakurwadi. 

Overall we all had a memorable 
experience and all the villagers were 

extremely warm and welcoming.

“

“

ANUSHKA AGARWAL, student volunteer
SVKM JV PAREKH International School

RISHAL, student volunteer
SVKM JV PAREKH International School

If we had not gone that day, 
they would have to work in a 

factory nearby. We had bought 
minimum items; they were kind 
enough to lend their knives and 

vegetables.
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The community kitchen team performed their activity outside 
the house of a villager named Nehruka. The 10 group members 
are Rohan Mehta, Anushka Sheth, Tanisha Suvarna, Chenab 
Upadhyay, Druv Shah, Anoma Shetty, Ishika Bhambhani, 
Ayush Shashidhar, Vanshika Jain, and Vanshika Agrawal, the 
group coordinator. They divided their tasks and completed it 
on time. Some members assembled the items to be added in the 
sandwiches and some applied butter and chutney on the bread 
while some did some creative work of drawing smileys on the 
sandwiches make them look appealing and delicious.  The 
project Coordinator Ms. Madhuri Kahane supervised the 
activity. The sandwiches were distributed to all the village 
students and the villagers

When all the activities seem to have come to end and it was 
time for the volunteers to back to their home in the city, the day 
couldn’t have ended better with a little entertainment. While 
everyone was about with their own activities, the street play 
team had been practicing a play incognito in one of the houses 
of the village. The team performed an entertaining yet a 
messaged riddled play on substance abuse awareness. The 
villagers as well the students thronged around an open area in 
the village to see the street play. It was very well performed, 
gripping a lot of attention from the huge audience present. 
Many of the villagers who took off from their daily work to be 
part of the day expressed gratitude to the student volunteers 
and to Team Anant Vikas for the eventful day.

COMMUNITY KITCHEN STREET PLAY

Student volunteers preparing sandwiches during the community kitchen.

Student volunteers from SVKM JV Parekh International School signing the personal responsility pledge in Madap Thakurwadi.

Student volunteers performing a street play in Madap Katkarwadi.


